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Meet an 
AG Reader 


Ilive with my mom and 
dad, my brother, and our 
cat, Dandylion. 


My favorite snack: cut-up 
apples dipped in organic 
peanut butter 


Tree Pose 


Go outside to practice nature-inspired yoga. 


A word my friends would 
use to describe me: kind 


My favorite funny word: 
“noodles” 


In 20 years, I’Ilbe 
Stand tall with 3 Raise your hands aveterinarianand © : 
@ your feet together ® straight out from a stunt pilot. Tey 


and your arms at your your sides, keeping your 


sides. Breathe in and back straight and your My favorite spotinmy — 
shift your weight onto stomach muscles tight. house is my bed. Ithas 
your left leg. When you feel balanced, a pink comforter and 
a6 inhale and reach your tons of stuffed animals. 
2 As you breathe hands all the way up so One thing people 
@ out, bring your that your palms meet wouldn't guess 
right foot up and turn overhead. about me: iVly 
your right knee out to birthday is on the 
the side. Rest your right 4 Hold the pose Fourth of July. 
{foot on the inside of your @ for a count of 


My favorite part of AG: the 


‘ ; 
i tear Bere vou crafts—they’re so creative! 


knee. (Don’t rest it at your 
knee.) This may take some 
practice, so don’t worry if 
you lose your balance. 


ten. As you breathe 
out, slowly return your 
right foot to the ground. 
Repeat the pose on your 
other side. 
To find out how to be 
a featured reader, go to 


eae N cid a ingied Hv hae 
and click on “Start the fume 
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Girls Express “ 


Pic Tricks 


One girl photographer says you 


‘i Do you ever take Karina: 
can find a great shot by looking pictures of people? —_1 do. | think the best 
at the world in new ways. pictures of people aren't 


posed. It’s better to look 
for natural smiles and 


What helps Karina: natural emotions. 
you take oo d I'm very observant. | notice 
photographs? things wat a lot of other people What's your advice 
wouldn't. The other day I took a for girls who want to 


picture of a flower because | noticed take good photos? 
that its petals were arranged 
differently. It didn’t look like what 
you’d think a flower should 


look like. It was odd. 


Karina: 
Take LOTS of them! 


Karina says, 
“I! like to look for details 
and texture—and | love 
cookie dough. One day 


| noticed that the dough had e Karina says, 
“Your point of view 


can change the picture. 
An object can make an 
interesting picture if you 
take the photo froma 
different angle.” 


a really cool texture. For 
close-ups like this, you 
need a good camera.” 
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Dear A A 
True Story J) 4.6, 
; Su 
One girl dropped Sending ite, °1 8 Crise 4, 
P ™€Ssage; etmud, 

a message into the me. T, 9¢ in a 

message : hen Trolled iH hi bottle, rot, wie a dad gay, . 
ocean—and another “Pak on 1 Wy Ter ask: See boc 

say The bot 4) Ra lot gS The fing 
girl found it! 1 illin eetnags 2 Pl2stic 4, & fo write 4, 

ew, "9 of Hl 


n sent the 


Meaga eg bottle.-- 


message | 


oe 


Wve eee ° eee 


@veeesosereesevses @ecesecece POCO SSH E ETOH SHEE EE EEE EEE EE EEE SESE EEE HEE HEE EEE EEE EEE EHEEEHE SESE SEDO SE EHS 


What Should You Collect? 


Take our mini quiz to figure out which 
collectible is right for you. 


1 ® List your favorite things. 3. Which object has the most 
Put a check mark next to check marks next to it? 
the objects on your list that That's the thing you'll 
are in your room. probably enjoy collecting. 
2. Now check all items that 4 @ Let everyone know what 
¥ hold good memories. you're collecting. You never 
make you smile. know what your neighbor 
%¥ you don't like others to touch. might find in her attic or 


your aunt might spot while 


% you wouldn't trade for anything. 
on vacation. Have fun! 


%¥ show your personality. 


Mies 


4 4x American Girl 


Dear American Girl, 


k abouta girl who finds @ 


For my birthday last year! gota boo 
; probably because I love 


message ina bottle. 1 loved the book 
everything about the ocean. 

My family loves the water, too- Last summer, We left 
Colorado to visit the coast of Massachusetts. Ona foggy 
boat ride one day, mY dad spotted something floating in 
the water. Lused a net to scoop UP 9 bottle. Ithad animals 


to it and a tiny red crab hanging on—and 


. little shells stuck 

ithad aletter inside! 1 put the animals back into the water q, 

and opened the bottle. The paper Ws still dry, Peta 

and 1 read the messag¢ out loud to my fe one 
er 


family. Later, 1 wrote to the girl whe 
had sent the message. 1can hardly 
believe that whatl’d read about 
ina book had actually happened 


to me! 


Sincerely, 


Teddy ¥. 


Age 12, Colorado 


222 er : 
Bh: Teddy found Ri 
Lea 99€ in a bottle! e 


AG Art Gallery 


These readers found art 
in silhouettes. 


5 


ay lor S. 


Alexis V. 


Age 11, Michigan 


Age 1T, Louisiana 


Ans 
: wer these questions, and then turn th 
et : 
ge to see how your answers compare to 
those of other AG readers 


pele your favorite 
ing to do at the pool? 


And at the beach? | 


ye 
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Message in a Bottle 


Surprise a faraway friend witha 
super-special delivery. Start with 
a clean, dry 16- to 20-ounce 

le with the label torn off. 
Put your letter inside, and replace 
the lid tightly. Tape the address and 
return address securely to the bottle 
with Then take 
your bottle to the post office and 
have it sent by first-class mail. Your 
friend won't believe her eyes when 
she opens the mailbox! oe 


Photos: Radlund Photography 
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Girls Express 


hen Rachel E. and 
Naomi .G. first started 
making tiny cupcake 
earrings, the cute jewelry was a big 
hit. “A lot of girls at school liked our 
earrings,’ says Naomi, age 11.“So 
we decided to have a craft sale.” 
The girls sculpted, baked, and 
painted tons of tiny charms—cute 
cupcakes, itty-bitty bananas, even 
adorable little asparagus spears. 
They used the charms to make 
earrings, bracelets, and necklaces. 
“Making doughnut charms and 
painting on frosting and sprinkles 
is my favorite,’ says Rachel, also 11, 
Along with their jewelry for 
sale, the Massachusetts friends 


display four large coffee cans for 
donations. “Each can is labeled for 
a specific organization. This way, 
customers can choose where their 
money goes,’ explains Rachel. “We 
kept our prices really low so that 
everyone could afford them, and 
lots of people donated extra” 

The girls have raised more 
than $1,000 and donated it to four 
different charities. This year, they 
plan to hold a sale to benefit earth- 
quake survivors in Haiti. “Some- 
times people need help,’ says 
Naomi. “I'm glad | get to do craft’ 
sales and help others with Rachel. 
She's a great friend.” 


Girls Express * 


Super Summer Snacks 


Treat yourself with our readers’ great recipes. 


Grace 


Age 12, Washington 


Chipper-Nutters Tae 7 Sen 

For a quick and easy pohacigiene pein 
' r 

treat, gently sprea 

peanut butter onto ? 


chips. Crunch! 


Send ‘ 
a. US a coo] envelope! Print our 
SS Neatly on the f; 
ro 
return address onthe ae — 


Envelope ant by 


Jacy €. 


Age 13,lowa 
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Hit the Beach! 


We've been swimming in a sea of cool, colorful, and creative towels 
made by girls like you. These Bh were our favorites! 


\ a Beachy Keen i 
| Gabrielle G. j 
@ Age 13, California 


Splashz Zone 
Aue P 


Age 13, Wisconsin 


CaralineR. 


Age 12, Texas 


Rainbow 
Fish 
Sophie C. 


Age 12, Maine 


Palm Paradise 
“Tess © 


Age 7, Rhode Island ae tes Kare 
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‘Sun Spot 
Akexomdra XK. 


Age 11, Connecticut 


Flashy Fireworks 
Tsabella VU. 


Age 11, New Jersey 


Sunset Sands 
Katie P 


Age 13, Michigan 


Pretty ~ 
Petals. 


Jeehn A 


Age 11, Rhode Island 


Sand Art 
Kelsey E. 


Age 11, North Carolina 


Summer Snow 
Rachel S. 


Age 12, Michigan 


10 


You Said It! * 


If |got to go on my dream 
vacation, | would go to 
Hawaii. I'd go surfing 
and relax on the beach. 

| think Hawaii would be 
a magical place to visit. 


Ashley S. 


Age 8, New Jersey 


x American Girl 


I'd goto Paris! I'd startmy _I’d go to Australia and 
day by eatingbrunchina — would go snorkeling in 
beautiful café, and then the Great Barrier Reef. 
I‘d go see all the famous 
sights. At the end of the 
day, I’d watch the sunset 
from the Eiffel Tower. 


SarahG, 


Age 10, Rhode Island 


OctaviaCc. 


Age 10, North Carolina 


My dream vacation 
would be to go to 
Hollywood. | would love 
to see people make TV 
shows and meet stars! 


Liano. & 


Age 11, Tennessee 


My dream is to go to 
Africa so that | can 
go on asafari and 
take pictures of lions 
and zebras. 


Mikayla. 


Age 10, Georgia 


Age 12, Arkansas 


eae /tinnemarie 


Age 10, Indiana 


KathleenS, 


Age 13, Colorado 


| aachel a 


“If you were to 
see a shooting star in the 
sky, what would you wish 


for, and why?” 


Reilly D. Marissa. 


Age 12, Colorado 


SHES 


Elise P 


Age 9, Maryland 


Julia’. 


Age 10, New York 
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4. You're at a slumber [Bon 
party. To make your! 
friends smile, you | 


@. jump up and sing the entire alphabet 
opera-style. “Whyyyyyyy, zeeeeeee!” 
b. tell your friends about something 


embarrassing that happened to 
you—embarrassing but hilarious. 


C. show everyone the raggedy old 
stuffed dog you sleep with. Sure, 
he’s missing an eye, but it makes 
him funny-cute. 


2. You're at a marine park. 
During the splash-tastic 
dolphin show, you sit 


a. inthe front row, baby! The wetter, 
the better. 


b. toward the middle. You want to see 
the show—not be shown the sea! 


Cc. way inthe back, next to the 
merchandise stand. Those stuffed 
dolphins are a-DOR-able. 


f 


state Fai 
Favorites 


3. You’re at recess. The bell 
rings, and you 


@. rush over from the grassy play area, 
grinning (and sweating just a little). 


b. put down the sidewalk 
chalk—you and 
your friend can 
finish your tic-tac-toe re 


tournament later. 5) 


C. stroll inside, still chatting with your 
friends about the new posters you 
want for your room. 


4. You’re at a neighborhood 
carnival. There’s a sign-up 
sheet for volunteers, and 
you choose to 


a. be the assistant in the magic show. 
Presto! 


b. runthe ringtoss game. Who's 
a winner? 


Cc. workin the face-painting stand. 
Get your sparkly stars here! 


§. You're at home. Your 
family has no plans for the 
evening, so you suggest 


a. abackyard football game. The 
victory dance starts here! 


b. a board-game marathon. One 
million bucks, here you come! 


a cartoon movie night. Can you 
actually laugh your head off? 
Time to find out! 


P Where would we find you 
at the fair? Take our quiz to 
find your fun-seeking style. 


6. You’re on your dream 
vacation. You look out 
your window and see 


@. snowy mountains. You'll be hitting 
the snowboard hill before your 
coat’s even zipped. 


b. tall buildings. You're on a mission 
to fill your camera with unusual 
city shots before sunset. 


Cc. the sparkling sea. You’re ona 
relaxing cruise, and you can’t wait 
to put on your new pink swimsuit. 


F. You're at a monster movie. 
During a tense scene, you 


a. grab your friend’s arm, just to make 
her jump. And maybe scream. 


b. laugh at the phony special effects. 
So fake. 


C. cover your eyes: YIKES! 


illustrations: Lauren Scheuer 


Answers 


Mostly a’s 
Coaster Queen 


Hello, Miss Daring—bet we would find you high 
atop the Screamin’ Sky Spinner, probably for the 
sixth time! When it comes to fun, you tend to jump 
right in. You have lots of energy, and you seek 
excitement. You'd climb a rock wall, perform in 
front of an audience, or swim with a dolphin. 
You're a girl who likes daring fun—bring it on! 


Mostly b’s 
Midway Master 


You're the curious sort, which means 
that we’d find you figuring out the trick 
to beating the Hot-Hot Hoops basketball 
challenge. Your problem-busting brain 
likes video games as well as board games 
and puzzles, and you probably love 
making up games to play outside. 

You’re not afraid to go exploring, 
either—but nothing too crazy. 


\ | I 
j d ; Vy 
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Mostly c’s 
Souvenir Sweetheart 


You're the girl who loves everything 
adorable—which means that we’d 

see you checking out the cute loot at 
Totally Terrific Treasures. You find fun 
by making jewelry or other art, looking 
for unique stuff to display in your room, 
and watching funny movies with friends. 
You probably enjoy people-watching, 
too—so much to see. +K 
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Invitations 

Trace a flip-flop on a piece of colored paper and cut 
it out. Punch 3 holes in the paper flip-flop. String 2 
ribbons through the holes and tape the ends to the 
back. Glue the paper flip-flop to another piece of 
paper. Cut around it to make a border. Let dry. Write 


party details on the front—tell your guests to come 
dressed to get wet! : 


Party Favors 


Fill small sand pails with 
favors such as seashells, 
saltwater taffy, shell beads, 
water squirters, and mini 
beach balls. 


f pk 


ave a beach party at the pool! 


Towel Tote 


Here’s a fun way to tote your towel. Cut two 20-inch 
pieces of belting (a trim available at fabric stores), 
and one 20-inch piece of ribbon. On each piece of 
belting, attach a 5-inch strip of adhesive VELCRO® 
brand hook-and-loop fastener at one end. Turn over 


rty, Cindy Stutzel 


both belting pieces and attach strips 
at the opposite ends. Lay the belting 
and ribbon on a table, forming an “H” 
shape. Tie each end of the ribbon to 


a metal keychain ring. Slide each ring 
onto one piece of belting. Now fold 
your beach towel in half and roll it 
up. Place the towel on top of the 
ribbon, fasten the belting around it, 
and pick it up by the ribbon strap! 
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Sunny Day Cookies 

Serve up some sunshine! Right before you're ready 
to eat, spread whipped topping on plain sugar 
cookies. Drain a can of mandarin oranges and 

a can of pineapple tidbits. Arrange the fruit in 
asun shape on top of each cookie. 


Sparkler Slush 


N Cool off fast with this icy drink. In a pitcher, 
mix 4 envelopes of unsweetened powdered 
drink mix with 1 cup of sugar and 2 cups of water. 
Ask an adult to crush ice in a blender. Spoon the 
crushed ice into glasses. Pour the drink mixture 
over the ice until the glasses are half-full. Then fill 
the rest of each glass with lemon-lime soda. Slurp 
it with a fun straw. 


al, 


Stee 
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You'll need a partner for this zany race! On “Go!” everyone races to the end of the 

Each set of partners holds a beach ball yard and back. If you drop the ball, it’s OK * 
between their bellies or their backs. to pick it up and reposition it. The first 
Either way, you can’t use your hands! team to cross the finish line yells, “Bop!” 


& Beach Ball Bop 


f 
r 
t 
f 
h 
; 
{ 


ows her whistle, and the player i is Sout 


until the next game. The last player in the pool is the 
new lifeguard. 


Yard Hockey 


No ice in sight? Play hockey on the grass. Place a beach 
towel at each end of the yard for goals. Divide into two 
teams and use foam noodles to try to hit a beach ball 
onto the opposite team’s goal. 


Flower Flair 
Dress up a headband or flip-flops with some bright 
blooms, Use a marker to draw a flower ona piece 
of felt. Draw a smaller flower on a different-colored 
piece of felt. Cut out the 
shapes and turn them over. 
Cut a small circle of tulle 
and layer it between the 
felt shapes. Glue the 3 
pieces together with fabric 
glue. Finish by attaching 
a sparkly rhinestone on 
top with glue, Let dry. 
Using Glue Dots, attach 
the flower to your favorite 


summertime accessory. 


Sea Pets 


Turn seashells into 
petite pals. Make 
clams, sea turtles, 

and more by attaching 
shells to one another 
with Glue Dots. Attach 
googly eyes with 
additional Glue Dots. 
Let dry. Don’t forget 
to name your pets! 
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Wet & Wild Relay 


Show your speed in a water relay race. First divide 
into teams. Then each team forms a line and gets 
an inner tube, a boogie board, and a beach ball. 
On “Go!” the first players in line grab the inner 
tubes and swim to the end of the pool and back. 
The second players grab the boogie boards and 
swim to the end of the pool and back. The third 
players grab the beach balls and swim to the end 
of the pool and back. The team that finishes all 


three laps first wins! 


2 
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2. Starting at the top of the 3, 3. Drawa curving line to 
add a sideways curvy V for the finish the tail. Add lines for 
___ nose. Then drawa C for a belly. stripes and a dot for an eye. 
Now she’s in the swim! 


e 
Funny Fish 
1. Draw an oval. Drawa 
small circle inside. Add do top dd ___ lines above the left flipper. — 
for eyes and the mouth. r SCI oneach ble to finish th 


e Draw a small, sideways D. 92. Draw a squished letter C. 3. Finish the big flipper with - 
Add eyesandasmile.Drawa _ ConnectthetopoftheCtothe  awavy line. Adda smaller 
big curved line on the side. curved line with a straightline. _ flipper. Draw boxes on the 

So shell. Toodle-oo! 


+ 


e 
Dolphin 
1.Drawa small, flat, sideways 2. Draw another long 3. Connect the curved lines 


teardrop. Add along curved curved line that ends close with a wavy line. Add eyes, 
line as shown. to the first curve. fins, and a smile. Make a splash! 


_ Jellyfish —te< 


‘y 1. Draw an upside-down 2. Connect the ends with 3. Draw long tentacles with 
U with curly ends. a wavy line. Add alittle twisty ends. This jellyfish is 
¢ ) scribble to show the insides. like a floating flower. 


e 
Q 


0 


_ Kissing Fish 
1. Draw a large backward C. 2. Draw two lines to make 3. Draw 2 scribbles for fins, 
@ Add a small 3 fora mouth and the onnect t and 1 for a flipper. Add wiggly 


e pelehs eye. o a o : 


lines for stripes. Give this 


¥ 
U 


1. Draw abighorseshoe. _ ma Starting at the tip of each 3. Draw small bumps along 

Add a long wavy line at each wavy line, make another wavy _ the bottom of each tentacle 

end. Add two more wavy line underneath, drawin« for suckers. Add eyes and 
8 smile. Sea you later! 3K. « 
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Wee Sweets 


Treat yourself with these teeny-tiny tasties! 


Cutie Cake 


Serve up this dinky dessert! Use a butter 
knife to spread chocolate frosting on one 
side of a chocolate sandwich cookie. Lay a 
second cookie on top of the frosted side. 
Frost the top and sides of the stack. Crush 
a walnut with the back of a spoon, and 
sprinkle the nuts around the edge of the 
cake. Let soften overnight, then slice 
with a butter knife. 


Photos: Radlund Photography 


Small S’mores 


el Love these teensy campfire 
favorites! Lay a mini marshmallow 
on a graham-flavored cereal square 
and a chocolate chip on another cereal 
square. Put the pieces on a microwav- 
able plate. Ask an adult to heat the 
s'more in a microwave for 8 to 10 
seconds. Then squish the pieces 
together. 
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Mini Jelly Roll 


It’s a bite-size afternoon snack! 

Remove crusts from a slice of white 

bread, and flatten the bread with your 
hands. Spread jelly over the slice, and 
roll it up. Cut the roll into small pieces 
with a butter knife. Finish by dusting 


with powdered sugar. 


itty-Bitty 
Ice Creams 


One dip or two? Use a melon 
baller to form tiny scoops of 
ice cream, and serve them in 
cone-shaped corn snacks. 


Even more itty-bitty 
bites can be found in 
Tiny Treats, available 
in bookstores. 


fun foods 
to make ang eat 


25 
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Sunday 


Happy Fourth of July! 
Today, add patriotic flair to 
your hair. Put red, white, 
and blue elastics at the end 
of a braid. 


Monday 


Throw a splashy party with 
your pals! Turn to page 14 
for ideas. 


Watch a movie with a friend 
and pick a word that may be 
said repeatedly. If one of you 
catches the word first, write 
it down. Count the number 
of times you each heard the 
word first, and the winner 
gets a treat. 


Personalize a mouse pad. Buy 
a plain mouse pad from an 
office-supply store. Cover 
your work space with paper 
and decorate the mouse pad 
using permanent markers. 
Let dry. 


20 


Make up a dance with your 
friends today. Wear colorful 
sunglasses and dance toa 
song with a summer theme. 
Ask a parent to videotape 
your performance! 


27 


Na Friday 


Choose a scene froma 
favorite movie and ask 
siblings or friends to 
re-create it in front of your 
family. It’ll be reel-y fun! 


Instead of root beer, use 
orange, grape, or cherry- 
flavored soda with vanilla 
ice cream to make a float. 


Illustrations: Stacy Peterson 


Mix up your board 
games—on purpose! Take 


Styling: Tricia Doherty 


Gotoa gift shop 
in your home 
town and buy 

a silly postcard. 
Send it to 4 
faraway friend. 


playing pieces from one, 
cards from another, anda 
board from another, and 
create a whole new game 
with your family. 


Photos: Radlund Photography 
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Today is Sisters’ Day. Ask 
your sister(s) or a friend you 
love like a sis to do some- 
thing fun, such as baking 
cupcakes or creating a 

cute craft together. 


rete 
Nae 


| There’s a new moon tonight. 
_ With no moonlight, it’s the per- 


fect evening for stargazing with i: 
friends. See who can find the first 


star. The one to spy the first star 
gets to make the first wish, the 
one to see the second star 

_ gets the second wish, etc. 


With a friend, decorate 
canvas bags using markers, 
rhinestones, felt shapes, etc. 
Then exchange bags. You'll 
carry your friend's creation, 
and she'll carry yours. 

It’s a fun twist on the 


friendship bracelet. 4 31 


- 


Doodle a shape with your eyes 
closed. Once you’re done, ask 
a friend or sibling to turn your 
scribble into a picture of an 
actual thing, such as a cat 

or a house. Take turns and 
make lots of doodles. 


Thursday 


Adda little pizzazz toa 
plain plastic headband. 
Attach lots of stick-on 
rhinestones and get ready 
to sparkle! 


abs 


It’s Friday the 13th! Make a 
good-luck charm. Find a plain 
key chain at a craft store and 
attach to it anything that you 
think might bring you luck, 
such as a ladybug charm or 

a pet’s photo. Carry it when 
12 you need extra luck. 


Create crazy outfits with friends. 
Put hats, jewelry, sunglasses, and 
other accessories into piles. Ask 
your friends to close their eyes as 
they choose one item from each 
pile. When each girl has put on 
her items, take funny 

pictures of one another! i 9 


Saturday 


Happy National Mustard Day! 
Try this sweet mustard dip: 
Combine 2 tablespoons of 


yellow mustard with 2 table- 
spoons of sour cream, and 


add squirts of honey 


to taste. Stir and eat 


| with pretzels. 


Go to the pool with pals 
dressed in rainbow colors! 


_ Wear brightly colored 


swimsuits, swim goggles, 
bandannas, flip-flops, 
and anything else you 
can think of. Be sure to 
snap a photo! 


Choose your favorite kooky options 
in our 50-question blowout! _ 


j 


Foods 


Would you rather... 


» Yourself 


Would you rather... 


eat a slightly have two 


burned wonderful 
shrink to the have bright sneeze 1,000 cupcake meals a day 
size of anant blue teeth times in one day OR OR : . 
OR OR OR a bowl of three meals 
grow as tall bright blue hiccup 1,000 completely that were 
as a giraffe? hair? times? melted ice only so-so? 
cream? 


know what be banned from be ona winning 
people are thecomputer —_ team that always beabletoeat —_ eat only chips eat ketchup 
thinking fora year played in the rain with only a fork OR cookies 
OR OR OR OR only cookies OR 
be able to see not allowed on a losing team only a spoon? for the rest mustard 
the future? to eat sweets that always played of your life? muffins? 
for a year? in sunshine? 


ao 


eat breakfast sprinkle be able to eat squid 
get to take a cold V have to make have foods atsupper chocolate chips drink only OR 
shower every day heels o1 n upasonginfront wings for a week OR milk shakes frog legs? 
OR : of your class OR OR pepper OR 
ahotshoweronly eyes tha OR a tail? supper foods on every food only orange 
once a week? y. have to make ™™ for breakfast? you ate? juice? 


[ up a dance? * 


Animals 


Would you rather... a 


have an eagle be chased by runa a finda 
steal your dinner an ostrich snake farm talking pig unicorn 


OR OR OR OR OR 


Adventure 


a bear sleep in sprayed by a lizard a dancing a winged 
your bed? an elephant? ranch? chicken? horse? 
Would you rather... 

be aig to speak have a giraffe rd ts hai a bea tightrope be able to fly 

dog language OR olphins pink tiger sai OR 

OR aneenye OR OR OR be able to turn 
cat language? as a pet? sea otters? agreen © : ay ae 
zebra? a trapeze artist? invisible? 


g 


liveinatreehouse go to outer space 
an underwater tothe 
house? ocean floor? 


G 


Future 


Would you rather... driven gekem 
to school 
live in a giant takea one-week havea job that gave OR 
house all by vacation toa you new clothes to rideabedian 
oO If f count ear every da 
z He on” id be na ’ wheels to school? 

ina tiny house a one-month a job for which you walk the plank 
with a bunch of tour of the had to wear a irate chil 

your friends? United States? wetsuit every day? ca ud 


OR 


‘ become famous 00 write a famous fall down a rabbit 
, for doing book hole to another 
something kind OR world? 
OR design the 
for doing world’s tallest go bungee jumping read a million- 
something wacky? building? OR page book 
be shot out OR 
win a sports live ina town have one entire ofa cannon? take a million- 
medal with a million wall in your A 3 
question quiz? 
OR people house bea TV 
a music award? OR OR 
a hundred a window? 


people? 


send US Your funniest 
this-or-that questions 
OR 


keep them to yourself? 
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ra 


Cassandra hands out treats 
to kids waiting for medical 
care with their families. 


ie 
~~ > 


y dad is a doctor, and 
he has always taught me 
how important it is to 
help other people. But 
like a lot of kids, | was never sure what 
I could do to help. Sometimes my dad 
goes on medical missions, which means 
he travels with other doctors to poorer 
countries, offering free medical care 
to needy people. When | was 8, my dad 
was getting ready for a medical mission 
to Central America. He invited me to 
go along, and | said yes right away. 
| thought it might be my chance to 
make a difference. 

My family and | live in a safe, sunny 
neighborhood in California. It’s pretty 
easy for us to get the things we need, but 
that’s not true for many people all over 
the world. The first medical mission 
would take my dad and me to Guatemala 
(pronounced GWAH-tuh-MA-luh). There, 


many people are hungry, or they don’t 
have enough clothing or good places to 
live, or they don’t get medical care. Most 
people in Guatemala speak Spanish. Since 


I've spoken Spanish all my life as well as 
English, | would be able to talk to patients 
and translate for them. I’d have a chance 
to help in other ways, too. 

My dad and | got to the airport with 
huge duffel bags full of stuff. We had toys 


and candy to give away to kids, as well 
as shoes, clothing, and supplies. Once 
we arrived, we saw that everything 
we'd brought was greatly needed. 
People waited in very long lines to see 
the doctors. Many were barefoot. 
Most people couldn’t afford bus tickets, 
either, so they had walked from their 
villages into town. Some people even 
washed their hair and clothes in a 
fountain nearby. 

| handed out toothbrushes and 
other donated items. The middle-school 
kids got clip-on calculators. The next 
day, we saw the kids wearing them 
to school. It felt as if we had made a 
difference already. 

When we worked, | got to help the 
doctors and nurses. | wore a doctor’s 
smock, carried supplies to the medical 
stations, and helped the nurses take- 
people’s blood pressure. It was really 


helpful that | could speak Spanish. 
It meant that I could help the doctors 
give instructions to the patients. 

At night, we slept in an orphanage. 
The kids there had nothing. At home, 
| have my own room, but at the orphan- 
age, at least six kids shared each room. 
They were very poor, and their lives 
were almost nothing like mine. But in 
many ways, they were just like kids 
anywhere. They liked to have fun 
and play games. And they were all 
really nice to me. 


he mission lasted less than two 
weeks, but ever since I’d gone to 
Guatemala, | had wanted to do 
more to help people. So when 

| was 11, my dad took me on another 

mission, this time to the South American 

country of Peru. 

| took patients in to see the doctors, 


and | helped my dad give out medica- 
tions. In Spanish, | would give people 
directions for taking the medicine. 
Also, | got to supervise kids while their 


parents were with the doctors. | drew 
pictures with them and helped them to 
learn the alphabet. | could even comfort 
the kids who were scared—some of 
them had never been to see a doctor, 
and I could talk to them in their language 


and help them feel better. 

I'll always remember one boy 
there. His mom couldn’t walk very well. 
Her knee was swollen and painful, and 
she limped. When she gota shot of 
medicine to help her knee, the boy cried, 
but later he said, “I’m so glad you helped 
my mom. Now she'll be able to work to 
feed my family.” 

It made me happy to make things 
a little better for kids like that boy. His 
life is so different from mine. I’m turning 
13, and going on missions has changed 
the way I see my own life. | realize how 
lucky lam to have meals whenever I’m 
hungry or to see a doctor whenever | get 
sick. After traveling to other parts of the 
world, | don’t take as much for granted 
anymore. And since I’ve been lucky 
enough to have chances to make a 
difference, I’ll take new opportunities 
whenever | can. 


Make cute crafts from things 
you can find in your own backyard. 


- Let's Stick 
together! 


» Perfectly 
{ Perched 


Make a fuzzy feathered friend 
rc to top a twig. Photocopy the 


shapes on this page to use as 
patterns. Then cut the shapes 
out from felt. Use craft or fabric 

. glue to attach the shapes toa 
large pom-pom. Let dry. Use 
dimensional fabric paint to add 
eyes. Glue your bird to a twig 
and let it dry again. 


Ve. ee 


bluebird wing and beak owl eyes and ears owl tummy owl beak 
Voy, E o ee TS 
36 = 4K AmericanGirl AIS ad ( — ee) oe 
: —S 
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Decorate a journal to show off your 
love for the outdoors. First, create 
a nutty bookmark. Find two acorns 
and remove the tops. Using craft 
glue, attach one end of a pretty 
piece of ribbon to one acorn, and 
then attach the other end to the 
second acorn. Glue the tops back 
on. Let dry. Put a large animal 
sticker on the cover of a plain 
journal. Sit outside with your 
notebook and make up stories 
about things you see in your yard. 


Craft up some cute, funny 
bugs. Collect rocks from 
your yard and use acrylic 
paint to make the bugs’ 
bodies, Let dry. Then use 
craft glue to attach chenille 


Rock Insects 


stems for antennae and legs. 
Use felt to make wings. You 
can also make the bugs look » 
silly by adding googly eyes 

or a ribbon for a bow tie. 


More outdoor 
Crafts and activities 
£an be found in The 
Cutest Nature Book 
Evert, available in 

bookstores. «x 4 


Sorry So Sloppy; 


Abb 
rad i i 7 advice on a boy problem 
T ° 
an, her friend-who’s-a-boy. ied aie 
aynes 


But what’s Jordan’s problem? 


Pe fees ee 


pen you gave me. . 
didn't write since 
(Go, Stingrays!) 


Hey. Jordan, 


LINLU Laat ae ae Letter|) Iv 
It’s Abby (duh), your long-lost superific PEN PAL! Are we still pals? 1 


school got out for summer because 1 was 0000000 busy with swim team. 


And guess what? (bad news alert) I BROKE: a ELBOWIII 
: to his fri 


Twas proces my speed turn Nelson, was showing off 
no sb P the wall. YOUCHI 1 saw stars | 


of the poo 
my V oe arm, oa the elbow. vai © 


green juice bar! 


riting with he purple ts moon 


 6a0D LV 
a Jorda rte 


25 ihe Tt looks like a frozen lime- 


nf ally writing to youl 


pout me. How's Minnesota? Is the snow gone yet? 
low are Spud (your horse) and Potato Chip (your sister)? 
WRITE BACK and tell me what youre up to this summer! Are you playing 


Y¥ PP (Your Pen Pal) 


2m Abby 


to you, to 


me over to sign my cast. They Wro 


PS My swim team Friends ca 
(They Are Super Goofy) 


o. Please ignore. TASG. 


write Back SOo! 


orry Sroka ela make it hard to 


ie) 


loppy! ‘ 


* 


é Dear Abby, 
_Sorry | to 


Sommer eeenierenis 


See ierber the 


w? | ? Wea Bs 
es a sls growing | a ee Feld” ce 
a he ate Bir So 


she? re only ; 


ee 


6 y2. Arm On sl bee ug patrol 
_Gredn Bs i the Battle le of 


Bad ne the Shas Frvcanwng oo 
“3 a ws They keep Smniog beck! “ sinning se fer 


Dear Jordan, e 
Lam bored x 10. It isso BO + ‘am 


Did I mention. Vk M —= | II 


TEN THINGS YOU CANT DO WITHA BROKEN ELBOW | 


eS Can't swim on the team with all your friends. 


& - Cant scratch your elbow when it's itchy. 


‘ having a broken elbow. 


__ (named my cast Itchy!) r 
e Cant take a shower or get it wet. r) b6 
. Can't win at arm wrestling your BABY brother'l 
_ Can't do the dishes. (Really miss that.. NoT)) a Tooke dike 
O- "Cant put your own hair in pi igtails. EP af tem ” 
WIS fps 


member I told you about Tucker? 
Tbroke my elbow (because of 
who should be mad. 


I can't finish my list because I need help! Re 
e friends, but ever since 


hat’s going on? Tm the one 


LHe lives near me and we used to b 

him), he acts mad at me. Or he ignores me. W. 
N B.A. (Need Boy Advice.) 2 

Good luck =e with the purple Zh . i watermelon. ¢ 


Abby 


Knock, knock. 
Vaho s there? 
Ello. 


: Ello who? 
- ie 
chy and Abby, 


"Ello, mate! ‘Ov : 
Rip aioe — : ri 
Soi = Could,,’ t write ma eaten alive Y mutant mosey, t. 
ie nS Ce _ 


= ih. 
quitoes ! 
a 


Some bids eat thoes 5 liovebaile 
entree CLIO 
If I hada nickel I for every slug gazillonaire b 


y how, 


PS Meet Stic ea 
(But secretly, I think ig Pusting scarecrow! 


\ td 7 


Dear Abby, 
Here’s my advice. (Hey, wait! I thought DEAR 


who's supposed to give the advice! Heh heh.) 


Your friend Tucker 15 srobably majorly embarra ed ows TIA 
4 boys qt emberrased, fo) Dot male «big dest le ou 


know 


ABBY was the one 


iT was an accident and ou re not mad. 


Taterrmelon W. nisperer because he Tal 
is that 2 He wants me to talk to them, too. es 


to the watermelon! How crazy ot 


——}Teallimy dad theV 


eres EAT 


\ Jordan ; ae 


ae Sending Stick Man (along with pix of the 
of the hair and mustache | made for him? Send him back soon 


PP. S. Do NOT use Stick Man to scratch Seems 


Watermelon, watermelon, Watermelon. 


to have to start calling you Melon Head]| 


What else is up With you BESIDES purple watermelon? 
Abs, Gueen of Board Games 


that’s all you talk about. I'm going 


F’S. Love the hair! I made Stick Man a jacket out of 
packet you sent me. What do you think? Back to you, 


Abby, ae 


as mean ae a = 
a = © F ° elbow, and I feel bad, but growing the we 

~— Tknow you broke your elbow, Se 

“Con the inside) watermelon is NOT all fun a 
on ne! Lathe Se" 


Hd'sfirst purple 

a 

nd games. Sorry if I'm boring you with : 
———————— 

~catermelon stuff, but it's really way important 

WOT ee Oo nn extenze 


This Tor. 1 ee 
this for the past three years but he also ws acs 
. ; t just to sell at the a 


re eccercc cet n AIC 
fyir in August tt ould be- 


ee 
setnanvemscenanemenon 


all my 


omc 


Not onl y ha 


mad 
his other job. So we are growing The 
Market but also to try to win the gran 


as my dad been working 


purple watery 


prize at # 


a great thing for our family. a 
— martina nmin anal : 


J-Man 


ne eee 


jaan a mal 


cease pe em ST 
er RETR ET ELE 


iene seems 
sino 
sericea nea ee 
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eel 
_ 
sermon 


erasers” 
siesmnen 


LACS 
sie aR LE 
sisntiacmaniae 


Jordan, 
ay I'm so $0 $0 $0 SO sorry! Thad no idea the whole watermelon thing 


e 


was so important. 
Sorry about your dad, too. | hope hope hope 


f most porplest watermelon in the worldll 
to share with your 
ecide 


you duys grow the greatest, 


\Watermelons are purple 


Love the pix of your watermelon. 
4 How big is The Champ now? Send mor 
Abby 3 
PS, We dont have mosquitoes out here. 


; ‘So Idrewa mosquito-bite Orion on my castll 


If you win the contest, 


: vl + iL 
That would be 


(OK, can | help it if nothing 
rhymes Ww ith purplerl 


Ae 


wl I} ; Dear Abby, 


pan Fane BiG = ae: 
ete Castes n oO} ps Super-imn sf : fn 
. important stakeout th oS 
» 2 on when we first sta rted ke — a at I dubbed 5. 5, : LG pee Mla oe REE ar 
L'd be on a Slug Slime 5 LEEPOVERI . ine led Ta Teout.) Remember way 
hetetacincs | naires 9 CePOVER: ? Rar 98 oF dco on a] 
‘Ha epovers! Inever thought i 


~ —_— _ Yep, believe it ; rdee-har. 

Feld ae it or not, I m Camping es +h renee : : 

_Tield, writi: ee a LG WT ; : o POE > 
ata Hex By fash mesquite netting!) in the middle of the watorn, 

ee watermelon 


—%.4 bowling ball . 


nt Only two more weeks ill the state fair. The Chane wa 
cnineanaen te fair. Th Re rm ree 
Rate SOS a € har . ee nc 
{ sastipiabeldinagaisaas: p 1S as bi . 
<r hi atta 


Mansi itimwce, 


of ninja reise 


Sc —————. 
We got invaded b 

3 S| Lost a. dozen bed eigperes 

db 2@n good-sized watermelons, 


wre : all | 


oil 22 1 'm sleeping out to protect Tho Che 
Be cictin 
[iecse =AALCK [Man in the dirt t, oe 
= L have +f A € dir To protect The Gh 
| Pave To.quit calling : = let 
ng it The Champ because I have to eh Dad th, : 
4 p_Dad think up 


ee Na e& | lara Wilh hin a ] t | 7 
on pal c e= 
mnie als ale 
g..1, me To real in ime Or 


p from slug slime. 
e eel ah Date ee re great at hamming ae A 7 i big contest. 
setae ae mt / Cas f 


ra ase iemy iin 
‘ste. 


=... 
a a yt 
si 


TOP TEN CHAMPION ‘Y 


Dear Jordan, ee ing. x WATERMELON NAMES: 
hinking up fun names. Ive peen Woy o 1 Mp Porple 
ae OW grease, but with brain f Porplic 
be hard (not with ELBOW gi He - EOpplicious 
ae U . 3. Porple Princess (on Prince) 
The Champ. Ive attached a lis t Purple People Pleaser 


SD, Porplepalooza 

©. The Pied Porpler 

7 Velvet Night Cafe 
8 Rip Van Periwinkle 
2 Queen Violet 
10. Electric Porple Jolt 


a ao A Ba — (Hope One Of Them W 


Dear Jordan, ! | . 


Every day I run to the mailbox to check for a letter from you. I haven't had one in forever 


T know youre super way busy, so don't sweat it if you cant write back, It’s only a few more 
days until the watermelon contest at the state fair 

® Are you nervous Excited? e * 

® Are you camping out every n 4h on Slog Patrol Duty? Dn 

@ Are you ona Ravenous npager 


® Do you have a Mosquito Milky Way on your arm? 


Guess what? I have been looking ever for a double lucky stone (one with two holes 
all the way through) for you. Guess what again? I went to Point Reyes (a beach near here), 
My brother and I hiked around on some rocks, and...guess what again-againe I found 
(ina tide pool) one red starfish, 17 gazillion sea anemones (weirdl), two hermit 
| crabs, and one real and actual LOCKY STONE for youl It’s not doubly 4 
| lucky, but it’s stil pretty lucky Tim taping it here to wish you super 4 

good luck. 
I CAN'T WAIT to hear what happens (but I will) 


eS 


5 


BOLIKYWDG (Best Of Luck I Know You Will Do Greatl) :. 


Abs 
(ON orry I forgot to tell you the biggest news of all. Itchy 


| i 0 comes off in one week! My brother says my arm will be all 
| — iii gross and wrinkly and mummified. Yuck! hope not. 


ouldn tr; 
ould t write sooner. ]f 
. LT was 


llions f 

— ees: ae -/2N5 oF people BES d 

50 exciting and [ tll ng out about our purple ee ound 
Sill cant beli arple watermelon and jt... 

Long 1 believe we actyall Tmélon and it was 


est Sentence in the |; 5 
ens pariah 


t 
Ff was wer th ever = of pen als. 
tae M Lx rosquito bite! 
' On een es 


A tes 
nd guess. ak ptrpimentois, 
Bare e@ wine 4 ~~ thanks thanks thant 
1! Thanks 50 muc i os i 4 
a. te ree 
© many people w i! you deas—] tf, ;,f the hel d : 
Us wih. \ 


i watermelons th 
—stinelons that my dad hg to 
— ny ¢ 15 
2A 15 gOtng To. 


start a Seed 
ite crnpa 
Aral Ane 
melon 5, 
mélen Jeeds! How co 
ool is that? 


atric 


Your Ow: 
nk 
~rnelon. That would be YUR PLE. © -— 


} V 
\ Our Durp nnn 
php 


i Jordar, ree 


Dear Jordan, 
CONGRATSII 

That is just so completely coo 
liked the picture of yo 


you, too. 
ribbon for BESTE VE 


| and way exciting that you won 


the contest. | vo with your blue ribbon. 
| made a prize for 

Here is a PURPLE 
NUMBER ONE PEN PAL! 


y came of fl PUL First 


came over and hada ca 
it was just plain red. 


R GRAND-PRIZE 


Itchy final thing 1 did was go swimming, 
The Stingrays all st away” party for me. 
Liee-hee. We ate water 


Next summer I'm only eating purple: 


melon, but 


Have a uper 
onny (rest of your) 
ummer! 


Abby *« 


Dollfun=  * * : * * 
se 


Happy Campers. 


Send your doll and her friends to summer camp! 


: t - x k 
* 
Mini Medals A 


Present awards! String buttons onto 
4 é light-colored ribbons and tie them onto * 
* the campers who earned “Best Bird-Watcher,” 
“Coolest Constellation,” and “Master Artist.” 


Nice Notes 


Write letters. Teach your doll how 

to write a letter home. Show her how to 
write a personal story and fun ways to 
sign her name. 


Build a cam, Layer a few sheets of orange 

and yellow tissue paper. Squeeze the center 

i of the sheets at the bottom, and cut the tops 
into flames. Make logs from cinnamon sticks 
or twigs. 
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* 


Twinkle Time 


Find a constellation. Randomly draw 

stars on a piece of paper. Ask campers 

to connect the stars into a constellation 

and name it. * 


Songs and Stories 


Sing campfire songs and tell spooky 
stories. Don’t make stories too scary, or 
campers might not be able to sleep! 


Ouch! 


Give first aid. For a sprain, carefully 
wrap a white cloth strip around an 
ankle or wrist. 4K 
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3ea, Search 


Use the clues below to fill in the chart and 


Snorkeling Hende Kelsy, Emma, Jenny, and 


Grace want to see lots of sea creatures. discover the creatures the girls are looking for. 
Each girl is looking for a specific animal. We've done the first one for you. 


( Js 


it 
i 


1. Kelsy is searching for an animal 
that has more than two arms. 

2. Emma is looking for an animal 
that has bold stripes. 

3. Jenny wants to find an animal 


that has a curly tail. joe | 
4. Grace is hoping to see an animal 
_ that’sgreenandhasashell. = ne | 


Want to be an 
AG Puzzle Pal? 
Send puzzles, 
secret codes, 
or brainteasers 
created by YOU 
to the address 
on page 7. 
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aquamarine 


How to say it: One way To use iv: 
What it means: 


The word aquamarine is hidden in each wave once. 
Look for the words and circle them. 


| E 
M U 


u'M NM 


A R Q 
mM! AQyu! KayM® Suge Ne ME Maye! Magne MRan™ Yage! Re 
MA N E R U Q 
MP Nagr® Rnoi® Regal’ Rn r@ Racn® fugu’ 'nea® MayrE 'm 
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Head fo 
the beach ‘2 


Dear American Girl, 


I’m afraid of bees! I can’t help it. People tease 
me for freaking out when I see a bee. It makes 
me not even want to go outside in summer. 


bzzzzz2 


One of the best things about summer is playing outside, so tackle this 
fear by thinking calmly whenever you spot a bee. Bees usually sting 
only when they feel threatened. Swatting at a bee or running around 
might make the bee angry or upset, so sit still—or walk away slowly— 
and stay calm. Repeat this silently to yourself: See a bee? Do not flee! 


Dear American Girl, 

I want to be fashionable, but 

I don’t know how. My mom 
doesn’t shop much, and even if 

I had a lot of money to spend, 

I wouldn’t know what to get. 
wanting fashion 

Start by experimenting with the 
clothes you already have. Pick a 

shirt out of your closet and use it to : 
make an outfit you’ve never worn 
before. Also, try using items in new : 
ways—a belt worn loosely over a : 
shirt, or anecklace wrapped into a 
bracelet. You'll know you're finding : 
your style when your outfits make : 
you feel good about yourself. : 


*« 


Dear American Girl, 

My parents tell me to clean my 
room. When I do clean it, they 
only see what I haven’t done, 


not all the things I did. How can : 


I make them see my work? 


Tell your parents that their reaction : 


makes you feel bad. Ask if you can 
start by pointing out what you've 
done so far and tell them what you 
have left to do. Then they can add 
anything else that needs to be 
done. Learning to keep a clean 


room takes time, but if you doa 


little every day and have a place for : 


everything, cleaning will get easier. : 


*« 


Dear American Girl, 


My friends tell me secrets—but 
I can’t keep them! I love to have 
people pay attention to me, and 
I get so tempted to share 
secrets that sometimes I do. 
center of attention 

Since trust is the glue that holds 
friendships together, you've got to 
zip your lip before you learn this 
lesson the hard way. When you’re 
tempted to talk, ask someone a 
question on a completely different 
topic—it'll distract you and get 
your mind on something other 
than spilling your friends’ secrets. 


This one is a biggie. Don’t blow it. 


*« 
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Dear American Girl, 

My parents say I need to be in 
asummer sport. But I like all 
sports and don’t know which is 
right for me. How do I choose? 
Sport Crazy 

How about picking the sport that 
you need the least equipment to 


play? That way, your parents won’t : 


have to buy gear for a sport you're 
not sure is right for you. Also, find 
out if a friend is doing asummer 
sport—if you joined her team, 
you'd have someone to hang out 
with. Have fun! 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
Three of my friends started a 
“band.” They’re not very good, 
but they always talk about how 
they’ll be famous one day and 
ride around in limos. I don’t 
want to be in the band, but it 


still makes me feel left out. The : 


band is ruining our friendship. 
band trouble 

Your friends are having fun trying 
something new, and when they 
talk about being famous, they’re 


just sharing their dreams. You 


KX AmericanGirl 


don’t have to be a band superfan, 
but you can’t control your friends’ 
conversations. If it gets to be too 
much, change the subject, suggest 
an activity—or get involved in 
something that you think is fun. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
My sister sprained her ankle. 
Suddenly, she’s ordering me 
around and expecting me to do 
everything for her. I know her 
injury is a big deal, but I don’t 


like how she’s treating me. 


what should I do? 


Your sister might feel frustrated 
with her injury—and she might still 
be in pain. But that’s not a free 
pass for her to be bossy. Let her 
know that if she asks instead of 
tells you what to do, she’s more 
likely to get some help. Also, talk 
to your parents and ask how much 
they expect you to pitch in. 

e 
Dear American Girl, 
I’ve been babysitting a little 
boy. The parents said once that 
I should charge for my time. 
But they never mentioned it 
again! How can I bring it up? 


1 dort know 


; Talk to your own parents about 


what is a fair ratego charge. Then 
go to your neighbors and say: 
“Remember when you suggested 
that | should charge for my time? 

| think I’m ready to do that. I’ve had 
a lot of fun watching your son, and 
| hope you'll want to hire me in the 
future.” If they can’t pay you or 
don’t agree to, then you'll need to 
consider whether you want to keep 


working for free. Good luck! 


x 


even 


MORE HELP! 


Dear American Girl, 


My life is so boring. I ask my 
mom to do crafts with me, but 
she’s too busy. What can I do? 
boring girl 
Ata time when your mom’s not 
busy, tell her that you miss spend- 
ing time with her and ask to make 
a date to create some crafts. If you 
plan ahead, she might be able to 
find time. In the meantime, find 
your own fun. Ask your mom if you 
can rearrange your room, joina 
book club at the library, or have a 
friend over. For even more bore- 
dom busters, turn to page 26. 

ar 
Dear American Girl, 
I have a friend who won’t stop 
tickling me! It’s not like she 
hurts me or anything, but she 
won’t stop when I ask her to. 
It gets annoying. 


STOP! 


“STOP!” probably doesn’t sound so : 


forceful when you're giggling like 
crazy! Since you need your friend 
to get that message, talk to her 
when she’s not tickling you. 
Explain that you really don’t like 


being tickled—even if it seems as 


if you're having fun, Ask herina 
serious tone to NOT tickle you 
anymore, If she does it again, 
remind her of your conversation 
and let her know that to you, 
tickling is no laughing matter. 

Bad 
Dear American Girl, 
My best friend’s family is from 
another country. At her house, 
I feel uncomfortable and avoid 
talking to her parents. Every- 
thing is so different there. 
out of place 
At your friend’s house, you might 
hear another language, smell 
unfamiliar food, or see different 
customs being practiced. Give 
yourself a chance to understand 
these things—they won’t seem so 


odd when they're more familiar. 
Politely ask your friend for advice 
or information: “What should | call 
your parents?” “What’s the best 
way to eat this?” “Do you ever visit 
the country where your parents 
grew up?” Learning more about 
your friend is a great way to 
strengthen the friendship. You'll 
know more about the world, too. 


*« 


Advice from Uou. 
“It’s OK to do your own thing, 
instead of always doing what 


your friends want to do. When 


my friends wanted to play 
volleyball one day but | felt 
like playing soccer, | excused 
myself and went to join a 
soccer game. | felt happy that 
| had made my own choice.” 
Jeanna H. 


Age 14, Minnesota 


: Need advice? Got advice? Write: 
: Help! 

: American Girl magazine 

; 8400 Fairway Place 

: Middleton, WI 53562 
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Emilie G., age 11, sent us 
amessage ina pottle all 
the way from Kansas. 


In her note, she says, 
“| LOVE your magazine!” 
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New swimsdits! 
Discover playful ways to spend @, 
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$< American Girl 


Discover our selection of swimsuits—shop americangirl.com, 
call 800-845-0005, or visit the American Girl store nearest you. 


Must be at least 18 years of age to purchase. 
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For more fun 
and games, go to 
and click on “Start the Fun!” 
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